Four Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished. 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 
From First Voyage "Round the World by Magellen.”” 


JUNE, 1941 POLICIES AND PROGRAM NUMBER. , 


FOUR LIGHTS — 1917 AND 1941 “ 


C7{ N. the midst of the last war a group of young women—New York 
4 members of the Woman’s Peace Party (the forerunner of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom) initiated a brilliant little 
news sheet with this name, this illustrated heading, and a similar 
format. Twenty issues were published during 1917 and one in 1919. All the 
to-be-expected difficulties were encountered. Some members resigned be- 
cause they did not agree with the policies. Some thought the tone was 
“flippant.” Outsiders and notably men, sent subscriptions and contributions, 
and called it “overwhelming,” “clever,” “prized beyond all other publications.” 
Two issues were suppressed by the Post Office authorities, one of them nine’ ¢ 
days BEFORE the passage of the famous Espionage Act! The Department ' 
~ of Justice demanded the names of the editors, and asked of each “Who were 
her people?” The next issue carried a biography of 28 women. Seven claimed , 
ancestors who arrived in America as early as the “Mayflower,” and two were 
descended from women who had been hanged in New England for their 
: dissenting views — one for being a Quaker and another as a Salem “witch” 
. We have not yet learned who M. B. was, the artist who drew Magellan’s ship. 
Can anyone tell us? 


OW the U. S. Section of the W. I. L. is trying the experiment of 
_ reviving this picturesque bulletin with the hope that in another 
period of stress it can again serve a useful purpose and even 
some gaiety into the serious business of bringing peace and good- ’ 
will back to a war-torn world. Recogn the impossibility of continui fia’ 
The Dovetail from the Washington ce and financing it 
executive budget, the National Literature Department has been char, 
with carrying out this decision. It hopes to meet the widespread expression 
of the need for a publication and make use of this medium for some of the 
literature printing. 


u 


——=OUR PROPOSAL == 


We plan ten issues a year. For printing, we will 
use money usually spent by the National Literature general material on national policies, literature announce- 
Department in publishing various folders and fliers. We  =ments and news about various W. I. L. groups here and _ 
will apply for second class mailing permit. The W.1.L.. abroad. This will be mailed only to paid up members 
general budget would not allow a\ bulletin — however and to subscribers. Mail your subscription now. 
simple—on a $1 a year membership fee. We will now 
start this sheet on a basis of a 50c yearly subscription, ’ The third issue for September will conform 
and hope to make the contents so interesting and valu- strictly to all Post ce requirements for Second Class 
able that eventually the subscription list will cover the Matter and will be sent to those from whom we 
membership. We expect to carry interesting portions have received a paid ent only to these from whom we 50c per year. : 
from Miss Detzer’s and Mrs. Olmsted’s Branch Letters. . 

This: first issue cafriés the official Policies and Pro--  §_—- Please tell us what you think of this plan, and 

am of the W. I. L., as passed at the National Annual what you most want us tq print. We will try to serve all 
feeting held at Washington, May 1-4, 1941. This is —though perhaps we will never be able to please every- y 


being mailed to all names now on our lists. 
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1. We urge that the U. S. administration together 
with other non-belligerent nations offer publicly te the 
warring nations their good offices in mediation. 

2. We support the study and initiation of oy 

- for world government. As steps in this direction, it 
the policy of the W. I. L.: ge 
a. to advocate limitation of national sovereignties in 

the interest of international organization thereby 


lessening, as has been done within our.own federal 
union, the importance of political boundariss. 
to work for the internationalization of health coritrol | 
‘and medical care. 

to support measures looking toward a fair and or. 
.@erly procedure for access to raw materials’ arid 


markets as a substitute for those competitive-aad 
monopolistic methods which are incentives to war. 


to stand for internationalization of those, waterways 


alia 


which are international trade routes.“ : 
to support the internationalization of mandates, re-_ 
serving} to the populations concerned full powers of 
report and protest, in the interest of progressive 
development toward free status. 


to strive for the establishment of international mini- 
mum standards for working conditions and inspec- 
tion by international commissions, : 


to encourage through the President’s Advisory Com-~ 
mittee on Refugees or other channels, the initiation 
by, the’ American government of an international 
conference, as soon as practicable, to consider the 
problems of re-settlement of refugees and uprooted - 
peoples, and of over-population and population con- 
trol. 


to work for the rights of man, civil, religious, educa- 
tional, and social, without regard to sex, race, color, 
class, oF nationality. 


i. to accept the principle of popular election of delegates 
to international political bodies. 


3. We propose to do everything in our power con- 

, sistent with the principles of the Women’s International .. 
League for Peace and Freedom to strengthen py active 
‘cooperation and support the democritic elements still 


f. 


alive anywhere in the world. 


4. We stand for the closest possible cooperation — _ 
cultural, ecohomic and political — with our Latin Ameri- — 
can neighbors and for the building of a regional arrange- 
ment which could be assimiliated into a world organ- 
ization. ‘ 


SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 


Please find enclosed 50c in stamps, coin, check, mon 
order (underscore), for one year’s subscription to FOU 
LIGHTS, 1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. ' 


(Please Print) 
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While we 


“POLICIES AND PR 
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The Women’s International League | 
States Section, meeting in Washington, May | 
chaos and world-wide wars, reaffirms its loyal 
and justice. Throughout its history the Lea; 
tionship between these ideals and to find me 
The present hour is a call not to despair but 
and indomitable courage. a 
PEACE 

’ The peace for which we work is much n 

- maintenance of order through the domina 
in human relations and can be 

"free cooperation for the common good. 


FREEDOM 


of. the human. spirit is.a.basic \ 
society must accept much control in the 
have the right to contribute to decisio: 
opinions. through free democratic prc 

‘freedom ‘are all forms of dictatorship, al 
giens of civil liberties, and discrimina‘ 
cteed, or opinion. : 


JUSTICE 


* Peace and freedom are insufficient’ witho 
integration of our culture is a demon: 

_ injustices in our economic and political s' 
to the threat of totalitarianism -—ig.the di 
social order in which the dynamic force: 

_ economic change can be utilized to enric 
the human family. It is to the difficult : 
that the Women’s International 
directs its efforts. 


Concrete policies based .on these fundamenta 
in a period of wide-spread international war. 
following specific policies: 


\ 


III. OPPOSITION TO ! 


In a period of widéspread war abroad and armam 
ractical program of disarmament. Never 
“world disarmament is a necessary condi 


We point out the basic danger in an armament econc 
alleviation: of unemployment, distorts productive pro 
greater depression and enforced idleness. x 


In spite of the fact that the United States has now 
reiterate our opposition to the whole principle of con 
wealth. We especially oppose any extension of th 
conscientiously unable to take part in military activit; 
elleve that the present expenditures shoul 
loans, we deplore the undue burden of taxation on cit 
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MAY, 1941 


al League for Peace. and Freedom, ‘United 
ngton, May 1 to 4, 1941, in the midst of social 
rms its loyalty to the ideals of peace, freedom 
ory the League’ has. sought to show the rela- 
i to find means for, their, gradual realization. 
despair but to clear thinking, careful study 


k is much more than absence of war or 
1 the dominance of force. It is a positive 
/and can be found only where there is 
mon good. 


FREEDOM 

is.a.basic value. While individuals in 
ntrol in the common interest, they must + 
e to decisions and to express differing 
nocratic processes, Contrary to this 
tatorship, all jmperialisms, all suppres- 

_ discriminations based- on race, class, 


i! 


JUSTICE 


icient' without justice. The present dis- 
is a demonstration of the deep-seated 
id political structures.. The only answer 
sm-ig,.the development of a democratic 
namic forces of scientific discovery and 
ized to enrich the.life of all members of 
the difficult task of furthering this ideal 
ional League for Peace and Freedom 
‘fundamental concepts are naturally limited 
ational war. Nevertheless we press for the 


\ 


TION TO MILITARISM 


and armament expansion at home, it is impossible to 
nent. Nevertheless, we reaffirm our conviction that the 
essary condition for a permanent and lasting peace. . 


ament economy, which, even if it provides temporary 
oductive processes and is likely to result eventually in 


3 has now adopted peace-time conscription, we again 
ciple of conscription whether of manpower, labor, 
ension of the present law. We support those who are 
itary activity and urge the safeguarding of their rights. 
jitures should be paid through taxation rather than by 
zation on citizens in the small income brackets. 


II. DOMESTIC 


We call ‘our members to evaluate government 
policy always in the light of our fundamental principles 
of democratic liberty. To this end we work: 

to keep America-out of we. 

to extend democratic control of foreign policy. 


_to extend the principle of democracy by passage of 
a resolution providing for a national advisory ele-- 
tion (referendum) of the people before the Congress 
votes on the use of our armed forces in conflicts 
abroad, 

- to"preserve the civil rights of all, including the right 
of conscientious objection to war. 

- to se with all the power at our command every 
of 


to assure political and economic justice to aliens and 
to return to America’s traditional policy as 2 haven 
. for refugees. 


to overcome the discrimination and race prejudice 
under which, although equal under the Constitution, 
minority groups, especially Negroes, suffer through- 
out the country. 
to secure measures which will raise the standard of 
living by promoting programs of health, education, 
housing, social security, and public relief, 
that the violation of the right to decent living an 
health through inadequate wages and unemployment, 
which necessitate a lower standard of living, consti- 
tutes the soil out of which fascism and communism 
9. to support a progressive labor movement in order 
that the necessary control of our economic life may 
be in the interest of the many and not of the few. . 


10. to oppose all legislation which jeopardizes the funda- 
mental plan of collective bar; and the right to - 
strike. 


11. to support measures ohio, provide for economic 


planning under as the In- 
dustrial Expansion Bill introdu ongressman 
Voorhis into the 76th Congress. f 


12. to encourage the growth of the co-operative move- 
ment. 


13. above all, to free ourselves from prejudice, injustice, 
and ignorance. 


‘FOUR LIGHTS 
Owned and published by Women’s International League 
tig for Peace and Freedom 
National Literature Department 
1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ten issues a year - 
Subscription price 50c - Single copies 5c 
25 copies, one issue, $1.00 postpaid 


National Executive Office, 1734 F Street N.W., Washington, D. C. 
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II. 


MEDIATION. PEACE AIMS. WORLD 


GOVERNMENT. 


three important frobleme being inter- 
‘elated, we support: 


a. the ‘iietowics Peace, Bill (H. J. Res. 131) to 
create, with an appropriation of $50,000,000, a 

. — Congressional Peace Commission to 

? 4nitiate, with the non-belligerent nations, joint 
action for immediate mediation and subsequent 
‘world gowernment. Peace aims would be 
shaped by a world constitutional convention. 


‘b. presentation of memorials in state legislatures 
asking federal action toward world govern- 

ment such as the Humber in North 
Carolina. 


establishment of international commissions 
‘and boards — official or unofficial to func- 
tion in specific fields (such as health, econom- 
-ics, finance) with the expectation of their 
coordination in.a world government. 


ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY: Support of legis- 
lation providing for adequate wages, decent hous- 
ing, and social security, and study of bills for 
fundamental economic adjustment (such as the 
Voorhis Bill for Industrial Expansion, H. R. 7504 
in the 76th Congress) as first steps in the defense 
of democracy at home. 


ANTI-ALIEN BILLS: Opposition to all such 


bills as the Kramer: Bill (H. R. 3865), which 
‘would make alt-immigration quotas zero during 
the existing. emergency, and those which would 
detain in concentration camps or prisons deport- 
able aliens without due regard to constitutional 
protection, as suggested in certain portions of the 
Hobbs (H. 3). 


PROGRAM 


IV. 


VI. 


VII. 


VI. 


IX, 


Geyer Poll Tax 


poll taxes in federal 


POLL TAX: Bdbpiet of the 
Bill which would prohibit 
elections. H. R. 1024. 


ANMTI-STRIKE BILLS: Opposition to anti- 
strike bills such as H. R.:1403,.1405, 1407, 2694, 
2695, 2850, and the Vinson Bill H. R. 4139. 


CIVIL LIBERTIES: Opposition to the De- 
partment of Justice appropriation bill, H, R. 4276, 
which grants $100,000 to the F, B. I, exclusively 
to investigate the employees of every department, 
agency, and independent establishment of the 
federal government who are members of so-called 
subversive organizations. 


CONVOYS: Support of bills’ convoys 
such as the Nye Bill, S. J. R. 71, prohibiting con- 
voys without advice and consent of the Senate. 


REFERENDUM: Support of Concurrent Reso- 
lution 7, providing for a national advisory elec- 
tion on the question as to whether Congress 
should approve the use of land, naval, and air 
forces outside the western hemisphere or U, &. 


territorial possessions. 


SHIPS FOR REFUGEES: Pressure on U. S&S. 

government to secure ships for the immiediate 

rescue of thousands of refugees now caught at 

Lisbon and elsewhere, whose papers are in order, 

tates. 


TRAINING AND WORK CAMPS: ‘Participa- 


tion in the Civilian Training Unit for Women 
(a project in which the W. I. L. cooperates with 


~the American Friends Service Committee) and 


other civilian training and work camps for the 
purpose of training in actual skills and in the 


techniques of non-violent sacrificial services to - 


the community. 


¢ 


TOPICS RECOMMENDED FOR STUDY 


Plans for world organization. 


Plans for economic readjustment such as the Murray 
Plan, which provides a basis for a maximum planned 


production following the present emergency. 


Methods of non-violent direct action, such as the Indian 
nationalist movement and efforts to work out tech- 


niques epee to our own situation. 


Position of minority groups in our democracy — laws, 


and points of discrimination, 


Phe cooperative thomnheet, based on a new study outline 
- “Place of Cooperatives in a World at War”. 


i] 


7. 


APPLY ABOVE PROGRAM LOCALLY BY 


Constant watch over acts and bills introduced4nto 

city councils or state legislatures. 

Participation in all forms of local government, such 

“A school directorships, election boards, town coun- 
etc. . 

Masport of honest and just educational attitudes in 


Vigorous opposition to anti-semitism and hostile 
attitudes towards aliens. ©: 

Encouragement of improved housing, recreational 
and educational facilities without discrimination be- 
cause of race, nationality or creed, 

- Investigation of conditions among agricultural 
workers and migratory laborers, whether white or 
colored, young or old. 

Examination of labor difficulties in local stores and 


industries. 


} 


The first issue of the revived FOUR LIGHTS is made nnnilids by the Lucy Biddle Lewis Memorial Fund, 


Hannah Clothier Chairman, 


504 Walnut Lane, Swarthmore, Pa. 


63-12u.41 
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